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ABSTRACT :. a * • 

T This report summarizes the proceedings of the 

Conference on Early Childhood held at the Ontario Institute for _ 
Studies in Education in Toronto. Provided are (1) names and addresses 
of participants; (2) an overview of reported- research on early _ 
childhood; (3) the response of participants to the Preprimary Project 
research proposal of fhe international Association for the Evaluation 
of Educational Achievement UEA); and (4) directions for future 
research in the field of early childhpdd. The lEA's Preprimary_ 
Project is an international study of the effects of socialization 
environments on 4-year-ord children. Appendices provide descriptions^ 
of academic participants' current research work; the sampling plan of 
the lEA study; an bbservat ion/coding schedule used ma ^tudy o£ _ 
family day care settings; and the text a proposal for _a^national^ 
coordinating center for research on home* and eytrarhome influences on 
preprimary and primary children. (RH) / 
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The Conference ^ 

The Conference on Early Childhood was held from .September 22 
to September 2A, 1983 at the Ontario Institute for Studies in 
Education (OISE) in' Toronto, The objectives of this conference 

of early childhood researchers from across Canada were: 

\ 

1. to. review the directions of current research, as represented 
by the work of conference participants^ to share research 
questions and rriethbdblbgy and to discuss ideas for future 

• . " research in the field of early childhood; 

2, to determine Canadian interest in the lEft Preprimary 

Project, an international study of the socialization 

______ _ _ o _.- - . ^ 

erivj-rdnments of four-year-old children, as proposed by 

the International Association for the Evaluation of 

Educational Achievement (lEA) - 

» 

An ant^.lpated outcome of the conference was the 
establishment of a consortium of researchers whose shared 
interests in early childhood would provide a needed network 
^of communication among such researchers in Canada. The lEA 
proposal which inspired the conference., emphasizes the need 
to develop a strong theoretical and empirical framework for 
guiding research and rationalizing practice. The conference 
was directeta^toward contributing to. the development of such 
a framework •* ^ ^ 
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Each of the two principal objectives of the conference 
occupied roughly half of the schedule^ time of the three-day 
conference period • The format included opportunities for 
individual reports of current and planned research, as well 
as open general discussions of the lEA proposal, 

Funding for the conference was-^ received from four sources 

1. Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of 
Ccinada (SSHRGC)'; 

2. ministry of Education, Ontario; 

3. Ontario Institute for Studies in Education (OiSE) ; 

4. Faculty of Education, University of Toronto. • : 

Ellen Regan of OISE and ftndrev? Biemiller, Institute of 
-Child Study', University of Toronto, planned the conference 
and served .as fcio-chairpersons of ^the conference sessions. 

\^ 

The Procee dings 

) This report summarizes the conference proceedings under 
the foiiov/ing areas of /focus: 

±; tht2 Participants; 

2. "overview of Reported Research on Early Chiidhcod; 




3. response to the lEA Preprimary Proposal and directions 
for the future;^' * ' 

4. Appendices: A. Academic Participants' Current Research Work 
^ B.' iEA Sampling Plan 

, • e. Brockman Observation/Coding Schedule 
D. Proposal for a National Coordinating 
Centre. 

it is hoped that this report will meet the needs of the 
participants, and also address the interests of otHers who a^^e 
engaged in research and policy development, and may wish to 
become involved in the Preprimary Project as -it develops. 

SECTION ONE • 

The Particit)ant& . \- . 
* • " r 

Twenty^one participants from academic centres- in seven 
Canadian provinces, and five participants from provincial 
ministries attended the conference. All participants 'were 
invited to attend on the basis of their current research, 
their academic position^ or their position in their respective 
Ministries. The national nature ,of the representation in the 
group was welcomed as a unique opportunity to reaiiza both the 
common concerns arid the regional differences among Ganadian ' 
researchers. 
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:At ^very session^ discussion was aririched by . the ebirariehts 
of the participants from provincial ministries. This liaison 
between policy-makers and researchers is seen as a positive and 
concrete butcbme of the conference and it is hoped that this 
type of interaction will serve as a model for ''''future meetings 
related to the lEA Preprimary Project^ both regionally and 
nationally. 

All conference participants and their academic affiliations 
are listed below and are, in addition-, noted in Appendix A."^. 
with brief descriptions of current research interests. 



Participants - Academic Centres 



Madeleine Baillargeon 
Fadulty of Education n 
Laval University 
Quebec , 



Glen Dixon 

Child Study Centre 

University of British Columbia 

Vancouver ^ 



Andrew Biemiller_ 
Institute bf_Child Study 
University of Toronto 



Steen B. Esbensen 
Universite du -Quebec a Hull 
Huii 



Toronto 



Lois M. Brockman 
Dept. of Family Stales 
University of Manitoba 
Winnipeg 



Joan Gamble 

Faculty of Education 

University of Moncton 

Monctbn 



i^Hillel Goelman 



Patricia Canning i' ' 

Mount Saint Vincent University 
Halifax 



Vancouver 



Faculty of Education 



University of British Columbia 



'Appendix A - 'Academic Participants . 
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Wilfred Innerd, Dean 
Faculty of Education . 
University of Windsor 
Windsor 

Ellen Jacobs 

Faculty of Educatioi 
Concordia University 
Montreal ^ 

Dona Lero 

Department of Family Studies 
University of Gueiph 
Gu'elph 

Margie i. Mayfield 
Faculty of Educatibh 
University of Victoria 
Victoria 

Solveiga Miezitis_ - 
Dept. of Applied Psychbldgy 
OISE 
Toronto 

Fred MorrisoSi 

Faculty af_gome Economics.^ 

UniversityoJ Alberta* 

Edmonton 



Raquel B. Presser _ . _ 
Section prescblaire-prirnaire 
F.S.E, 
Montreal 

Ellen Regan 

Dept. of Curriculum 

OiSE 

Toronto 

Merle Richards 
Faculty of Education 
Brock University 
St. Catherines 

Ada Schermann, Chairman 
Institute of Child Study 
University of Toronto 
Toronto 

Donna White 

Dept . of Psychology 
Concordia University 
Montreal 

Otto W^iningfer 

Dept. of Applied Psychology 

OiSE 

Toronto 



Participants - P 

Irene Kyle 

Policy and Development Branch 

Ministry^ of Community and 

Social Services • 
Queen ' s Park 

Toronto t 

Aura Hahna 
Research Branch 
Ministry of Education 
Queen' s Park. 
Toronto 

Sylvia McPhee 
Special Education Branch 
Ministry of Education 
Queen's Park, Toronto 



incial Ministries 

Cahdice Pirieault 
Ministere de 1' Education 

du. Quebec 
Quebec 

Frances Poleschuky Chief 

Element afy Education Branch 
Ministry of -Education 
Queen's Park 
Toronto 



Lilian Katz of the College of Education, University of 

Illinois accepted an invitation to attend the conference 

session dealing with the lEA proposal. She is a joint-author 

of this proposal, and brought to the conference recent news of 

inter national response to the proposal and pertinent comments 

2 

on design mcDdif ications of the study. 



SECTION TW O 

Overview of Reported Research . v 

Research reports were preseri^ed by all academic participants 
It is possible to identify within the body of work discussed 
several major; clusters of interest arid activity among the 
researchers. It is important to note that this overview does 

not attempt to catalogue all early childhood re^search currently 

'3 _ 

underway in Canada. It is, rather, a view of what is now 

being done by twenty-one researchers whose work reflects areas of 

individual iiiterest in youpg children and, takeri collectively, 

gives a profile of important national arid regional concerns in 

____ T*** .. . 

this field. The following ar-e areas of research activity m 
Canada as repraseuted by conference participants, with a 



^See section 3 of ^'tihcse proceedings f Dr details of this discussio 

^See Biem.ller, A. "Early Childhood Education" in J. M. H. Andrews 
arid T. RvDgers (Eds. ) Research on Educ ation in C anada^ - A State 
of the i^rt Review (1982) Ottawa, SSHRCC. 
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sainplirig of representative studies from each cluster. As 
indicated^ a researcher's activity may be represented by 
two or ihbre of these clusters. Studies mehtibried in this 
section of the report are outlined by author in Appendix A. 
Details of this work are available from the respective v. 
researcher . 

Training Models for Teachers and Child Ca.r^— Workers 

Interest in teacher education and professional development 
is grounded in concern for the quality of life of young children 
in group settings. . 

Raquel Presser has undertaken "^n exploratory study to 
identify teachers" prof essibrial development needs. In interviews 
with teachers, she finds that subjects s^eih to bhbbse between 
stagnation and develbpmerit ^ between ambivalence and autonomy. 
She identifies as a recurring theme the teachers' search for 
support. 



Lois Brockman is developing training programs for Family 
Day Care Providers . Her investigation explores the relative 
effectiveness of three training models on the quality of. . , 
caregiving. 
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m" 

Kathleen Brdphy is using family systems theory as a basis 

for discussing how day care staff should view a child arid 

• _ - 

how day care providers can form a partnership with the family ' 

-in programming for the child • 

Solvedga- Jdiezitis is developing a new technique for use . 
by school ■ psychologists in dealing with children of low self- 
esteem. 'The model iriciudes both teacher arid parent mediated/ 
approaches- .- ' ^ 

Glen Dixon is creating teacher training mater ials • for use 
iri ECE courses. A series of videotapes of child and teacher ^ 
behaviours is accompanied by guides- He is also working on 
a model program for teaching ESL children ±ri Vancouver school's • 

Patricia Canxting^ has an interest 'in preschool programs for 
native children and is developing teacher training materials for 
Native Peoples as well as establishing model preschbbi--prbgrams 
for I-ndian and Innuit children. 

Teacher Beliefs and Perceptions ' 

Several researchers are ihvblved^in studies which identify 
teachers' beliefs arid perceptions and/or explore the impact of 
these perceptions bh the educational setting. 

12 



Steeri Esbehsen ' s study of teachers' perceptions of play 
pedagogy is a comparative study looking at the attitudes • 
towards play held' by adults working' with young children. 

Andrew Biemilier y Ellen Regan and SQ±ve±ga fviiezitis are 
involved in a "study of teachers' perceptions and practices 
at the K--4 level. Miez^lt^ looked at the effects of feedback 
about their teaching on student teaeherf ' expectations about 
children. Reg^ used an 5bservation/interview/f eedback cycle 
to explore teachers* beliefs and to increase observer understand- 
ing of the teacher's classroom practice. 

gaquel Presser examined teacher attitudes in her study of 
* professional development needs and identifed as recurring 
themes: fear of ihcbmpeterice , self-esteem, isbtation, assertion 
and ifacihg conflicts. 

j 

Characteristics of Various Types -6f Preschool Experiehce 

Several researchers are' involved in a survey of regional/ 
local preschool facilities and an evaluation of the variables 
associated with quality of life for children dn these settings. 
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Patricia Canning has undertaken an assessment of the extent 
and characteristics of the provision of child care in Nova Scotia 



Joan Gamble has completed a survey of francophone preschool 
centres in the province of New Brunswick and ah analysis o£ key 
variables affecting their quality. 

^ Hillei Goelman is studyii}g the caregivihg arrangements of 
preschoolers in Victoria^romi an ecological perspective. 

Margie Mayfield is currently working dri a description and 
analysis of Employer Sponsored Day Care in Canada, assessing 
its feasibility and desireability for Canada, in general, and 
British Columbia in particular. 

otto Weiningex 3,s preparing a paper based on a review of v 

* _ _ - - - ^ 

the literature on chiidren's day care centres and their effects 

on young 'children* 
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Determiriirig/Evaluatlng Ghaxaet ^r^txc^ ^^ ehildren xn Various 
Care/Edttca-tionai Settings 

The ±mpax:t of' particular , educational programs and care 
facilities on children is of concern to a number of researchers. 
Work in this area often reflects interest in the interaction 
between child char'acteristics and setting variables. 

^ __ - 

Hillel Goelman uses a measure of children's cognitive/ 

\ • _ . " _ ' 

social ^nd emotional development' in his study of three 

different care environments: iiceneeci day care centres ^ 

licenced family day bare and unlicenced ' family day care homes. 

Wilfred Tnnet^d investigates the long-term effects on 
children of their preschool education. He is studying the> 
subsequent school performance of children with different kinds 
of preschool experience. 

Margie Mayfield is evaluating the impact of a home-based 
intervention program for Native children up to 4 years of age. 

Merle Richards and Andrew Biemiller looked at "thrivingr"/ 
■•average", and "not-as-yet thriving" children in various programs 
from Kindergarten to Grade Two, miaking an analysis of children ' s. 
problems and teachers' strategies. 
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Methodology - ' ^ 

Art important aspect of much of the work currently underway 
in Canada is the development of instruments for and methods of 
studying young children and their environments. Design and 
Validation of measures were critical component^ in Lois Brockmah ' s 
study of family day care settings. Her timed observation 
technique achieved good reliability among observers of children 
in the home day c^re environment. 

. Hillel Gbelmah is piloting the development of new observ- 
ational measures to be used in homes for the study of caregiving 
arrangements for preschoolers. 

Andrew Biemiller tested the structtire and validity of a 
teacher rating form to elicit teacher perceptions of individual 
children in both a longitudinal and a one year study. He is 
also developing a video and interview technicjue for looking 
at children's self-direction. 

Don na Whit e / arid assbc iates A . B . Doyle and L . Serbin , 
"7 " 

maintained as a primary goal of their study on social development 
of youri^^^^cl^ildreri ^ the refining and "validation of measures of 
salient sacialo cues such as gender, body-type, or language. 
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Ellen Regan's studies of both parents beliefs and ^ teachers ' 

_ - - __ _v V - 

perceptions refined a method of eliciting those beliefs through 

an interview technique. By allowing opportunities for feedback 

and elaboration^ subjects* were able to clarify and refine their 

\ _ _ _ . _ ... 

initial responses. This technique has implications for the 

V76rk of educatidrial corisultarits .* 

Influence of Various Home/F ^ily Variab l e s on the B xes^hbbl 
Experiehc^ _ 

In this cluster of research interests researchers focus on 

the interaction between the characteristics of the child's home 

and i>arents and his preschool experience. There, is an awareness 

that studies of children cannot treat the circumstances of a child 

life fully, without a close look at the critical factors of home li 

Kathleen Brbphy examines how •families cope with the child's 
day care experience from the perspective of family^ systems theory. 

Patricra Canning also analyses family response to ^ child 
entering a preschool program in h^r study of the effects of 
preschool education on children and families in Labrador. 

A key interest of Donna Lero is the family in relation to 

_ k - . _ 

±he child's care experience. Her study of ^ factors influencing 



±4 

f 



parents' preferences for child care arrangemenrs explore parental 
attitudes and criteria related to preferences. 

... - _ * 

i Margie Mayfield is involved in a cross-cultural study on • 

the impact of parent involvement in preschool ihterventibh 

programs . • • 

Qtto Weinihger is studying the play of children who express 
distress at separation from their parent at the day care centre. 

Quality of Child-Adult Interactions 

Assessing the type of interactions the child experiences 
in the care environment contributes :to the overall picture of 
the quality of life for children in these settings. 

Kathleen Brophy uses observational measures in assessing 
the interaction of specral heeds toddlers, special needs pre- 
schoolers, and noh-speeial needs preschoolers with adults. Her \ 
settings were integrated e^ly childhood programs. 

Solveiga Miezitis looked at the effects of feedback to 
student teachers on their interactions with particular children. 

Merle Richards developed a. teacher/child interaction coding 
measure for her analysis of thriving vs non-thriving children. 
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Determining Chiljareh's Social ifetworks ^ - - 

Several researchers are involved in work which explores 
social development of young chiidren In extra-home settings. 

■ / , ; ■ . * , . ; : _ 

Ellen Jacobs explores the composition of social^ networks and 
the child's peer relations in her study of sbeial development of 
preschool children. She also examines privacy/ personal space 
and intrusive behaviour in the preschool setting. 

Donna White looks at how children develop ideas about social . 
variables su'ch as &ex role, ethnic identity and body image. ^ 
This study also deals with the salience of social cues. 

Otto Weihinger is studying power relationships in kindergarten 
children. 

Cognitive Oevel opmen't of Ch il dren 

In this ajrea, studies range across many areas of ihtelledtual 
growth. • ' 



\ 



gred Morrison is studying cognitive development in presc 

ahd school-age children: - information processing 

t - domaih-,specif ic knowledge 

' - reading ^aquisitiog and disability 

- precursors of learning disabilities 

- languages and* cognitive_antecederts 
qf later reading disorders. 



\ 

hooi 



I 
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Madeleine Balitargebii looks at early reading, Patricia 
Canning at Mathematical eompetehcies of preschddlers , and 
Margie Mayfield at the development of reading^ and writing perceptic 
^ attitudes and skills of kindergarten and primary children. 

^ Specrial Needs Children in Early Childhood jrogxams 

Special heeds children aire observed both in integrated 
^ programs and in settings designed specif icaliy '^r them. 

I 

J 

s 

Madel eine BaillargeoR is concerned with mainstreaming in 
Quebec. 

Donna Lero hopes to assess whaV factors are* heeded to allow 
optimal integration of special needs children into, "regular" 
preschool and day care programs. 

Kathleen Brbphy assesses the child/adult interaction of. 
special heeds children in a preschool setting. 

Qttd Weininger is studying pretend play and its effects 

^ ; _ 

upon devej^pmentally handicapped young children. He is also 
investigating certain differences between the play of normal, 
neurotic and psychotic children. 
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Young, yfa-^lva Ct^jJ^dxen - v 

\ ______ j_ .'i' 

As re^^gional interests were disc ssed,^ ihdiah and Ihhuit 

children ^^ere mentioned as the focus of some studies. Factors • 

such as isolation, cultural variables . and family variables 

were critical to these . studies • • V 



Patricia Canning is involved in serveral studies involving 
young'* native children: a cbinparison of Inniiit and. non^lnnuit 
children entering primary school; the effects of preschool 
education on children in Labrador; the development of teacher 
training and preschool programs for native children. 

a 

\ 

IS 

Margie May^fJ.-e^ld is conducting a iongitudirxai evaluation of 
a Native Infant Program of home-based intervention. 

Glen Diyon is interested in the education and experience of 
children living in geographically isolated areas. 



Cither Research Interests r 

Steeh Esbehsehs's interest in space and design is reflected i 
two studies^ one on envif onmental design implications for piaygrbt: 
behaviour, and one concerning urban planning for -^children, and - 
families. ' 



Si 



Glejl Dixdn^ is developing preschool ES£ programs for use in 



Vancouvg' 



Ellen Regan explores patent percejptiohs. in her study of 
parent beliefs about their teaching role. ^ \ 

Ada Schermann is interested in developing cohtinuities in 
the sequence of school experiences each child has and 'in extend 
ing continuity of prograinrnihg from the earl$^ - school years up 
to the junior level. 
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SECTION THREE 

Response to the ISA Preprimary Project ^ - 

The Cohferehce oh Early Childhood considered the lEA 
preprimary project from two perspectives • The proposal was 
examined first vn terms of its relevance to the :bht?^rests of 
Canadian researchers. Next, the proposal was discussed with 
respect to its thrust and feasibility as a national research 
undertaking. In preparation for the conference, all participants 
received copies of the proposal. Consequently everyone came to 
this discussion with knowledge of : the proposal and its objectives. 
Following is a summary of the proposal- 

This proposal concerns:^ 

1. " A survey of provisions for 4 year oldS/ ranging from within-- 

home parental care to "formal" ih-classrbdm kindergarten and 

daycare settings, including information on: 

characteristics of clientele 
responsible agency 
program focus 

source of funds 

characteristics of personnel 

(survey to be conducted in niany countries during 1986-87. 
Information provided to us suggests that such surveys may 
be conducted sooner in Canada and the USA.) 

2. An observational study of four year ol'd children's quality 

of life including activites, interactions with children and adults 
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and. affective climate in group care/education settings and home 
settings (main study tq be conducted at many sites in many ' * * 
countries during 1987-88) . 

3; ftn observation and interview study of variables affecting 
extra-home chiidren'^s settings including space^, materiais , 
number of chiidr^p, aduit-chi:1:d ratio, characteristics of children^ 
characteristics of staff, use of time, parental ihfiuenee over 
non-pareptal settings , adminis^trative authority , extra services 
fundjLng, socialisation focus (e.g.^ substitut-e for parental- care 
vs education) and curriculum type (to be cdndticted in 19 87-88) . 

4; k follow-up study of primary school outcomes including: 
primary school performance and adjustment at ages 6 and 7, 
social comjsetencies , language development, and other measures to 
be developed by participating nations. (This component would 
occur during 1990-1992.) • ' 

Prior to the conduct of the main survey and study of the 
quality of life of four year bids in 1986-1988^ national groups 
would collaborate oh the development of sites ^ sampling procedures 
(1983-^1984), measures (1983-1985) and pilot studies (19/^5-1986). 
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The intended outcomes of the study include: 

1. Provision bf comparative' information about chiid sociaiizatic 
care', and education arrangements in differer^t countries and 
regions of countries. 

2. Provision of --information about the quality of life expetierice 

- M - - 

by four ye^r bid children in a wide variety of different settings 

in different regions and S.E.S. groups in different cduritr.ies. 

3. Examination of setting variables associated with variations 
in the quality of life of four year olds . 

4 . Examination of relationships between th^' observed quality 

of life of four year olds and developmental outcomes at ages 6 or 

5; Application of such information to practical policy " 
decisions concerning care and education arrangements for four 
year olds. . ; 

Each participant prepared for cdrifererice purposes a 
Statement of t^hdughts, concerns and questions, related to' the 4^ 
proposal arid these served as a starting point for discussion. 
There was general enthusiasm for the proposed research and 
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respect for the objectives of the iEft study. Conferees wer^^ . 
however, anxious to clarify several issues and d list , of. specific 
•questions was compiled. These were subsequently addressed to 
Lilian Katz (Universit^^ of illinois) , ehairpersbh of the lEA 
Preprimary Project Committee. . ; 

It was apparent from the outset that the participants - 
were favourably disposed to the proposed survey of provisions ■ 
for 4 year-olds ip Canada? . While there we?:e significant queries^ 
regarding design and direction, the concept of the survey was 
readily endorsed. The , proposed study- of quality of life of 
4 year-^olds interested the researchers, but received a cautious 
response fdm many until issues of national relevance could be ■ 
identified and included in the agenda of study. 

* ' i • ^ 

Three- clusters of concern about the study in general emerged: 

.1.':' methodology 

2. flexibility 

3. administration and funding. 

' Each o£ these areas is' presented below with a summary of the - 

, _ 

ensuing discussion of participants' concern. 

. ^ ') 

1. Methodology : Researchers stated that one of the principal 
objectives in undertaking any aspect of the study would be the 

/ 

26 
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development of nteasures, and instruments which are sensitive to 

and valid for study of Canadian children on a national scale. 

With this in mind, there were concerns expressed that the lEA 

proposal placed little emphasis on tests and interviews as 

sources of data. While favouring observational measures, 

Lilian Katz confirmed that changes to the origiani proposal would 

include, as accepted methods of data collection , tests of competence 

Both the size of the sample and the sampling procedures 
were questioned. There was' concern that for^ a nation of the 
size and diversity of Canada, a larger, more representative 
sample. of sites and children would present a more valid picture 

of 4 year-olds across the country. Lilian Katz acknowledged that 

* . 

the original sampling plan was subject to revision and referred 

to modifications regarding sampling as proposed by the lEA 

4 __ ^ • _ _ : 

Committee. She fei? that while it is necessary to place some 

limits on the variety of sites, it is also recommended that the 

sampling be designed to address ^ nationally relevant questions. 



The issue of feasibility was raised- in relation to acc^irately 
observing the large number of variables proposed in the drigiaril 
project outline. Lilian Katz shared the group's cbncern about 
the number of variables. On the question of variables, she also 



"4 

•See lEA Sampling Plan, Appendix B 
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emphasized that while evef^^ country involved seems able to think 
of additional variables for study, it is reaiiy not possible to 
add more to the international study. She did suggest that 
additional variables can be included at the national levels and 
gave as an example special needs children who are not specifically 
included internationally, but might be an important national concern 

There was considerable unease among'' the researchers regarding 
the observation methods suggested in the proposal. Some noted 
the difficulty of achieving reliability with coding methods of 
this type, while others questioned the likelihood of accurately 
coding all variables in 12-scond intervals. 

Louis Brockman, University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Manitoba^ 
was invited to present to the group an alternative observation 
technique which she, has developed and if ound effective in her 
study of family home day care; Her emphasis is on creating a 
reliable picture of what the observer actually saw through 
concise descriptions of behaviour accompanied by appropriate 
5 

coding. 

There was general interest* in pursuing . alternatives to the * 
lEA proposed observational and coding methods • 

^L; Brockman's Gbservatibh/Coding Technique , Appendix C . 
Brockman invited. requests for information and feedback on 
her observational data collecting technique • 
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IXaJi^ researchers feit that any cbrtsideratiori of quality of 
life Would require definition of "quality"^ "good", etc. These 
definitions were not made clear in the proposal^ and lEA 
' . provides no particular external validating criteria for these 

ifeey element^ of the study. Participants representing Ministries 
of Edud^tion requested that this study be more than an abstract 
discussion of quality of life. They anticipate that this is an 
opportunity to .develop criteria for policy-makers- Comments from 



these participants 're^atedly brought the group back to' the 
question, "How can 'we ge.t closer to criteria which effect the 
quality of life for children?" 



Canadian researchers were encouraged by Lilian Katz to 

develop methodology whichmeets their heeds ^ arid to share it 

via the lEA Committee with other participating countries. If 

Canada proceeds with a national survey ahead of th0 suggested 

lEA schedule (1986-88), this methodological contribution to the 

' _ _ _ ' . ♦ 

international study appears likely- j - 

2, E±ax±bility ; Of criticaJ- importance to the conference 

participants was the extent to which they and their collegues 

would be locked into the lEA proposed plan of action if they 

declared interest in taking part in the study. While most 

expressed enthusiasm for the project in general^ almost all 

,/ 

/ ' ; 
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had'^sdme areas in which their interests and concerns did not 
match' those of the international study. Methoddldgical questions, 
practical issues, and pridrities were all revised repeatedly in 
cdnjunction with the issue of flexibility. 

Lilian Katz did much to allay fears that the lEA project 
established such a fixed framework that iittie variation was • ,< . 
possible. She emphasized that each country is encouraged to 
add its ovm policy questions, to determine and ihcorpbrate its 
own priorities and to see the study as a relevant piece of 
research work both on the national and the international level. 

— ' 

There is ah attempt at present oh the part of the lEA Committee 
td reach agreement amdng participating countries on what the 
essential questions for study will be. Beyond these, countries 
JWwill look at issues nationally employing the lEA Study as a 

useful vehicle for their own interests. For example, the^ health 
status of 4 year-old children is not an included variable . :^ 
internationally, but it would be Welcomed in the various 
national sttidies if it .emerged as a ebuhtry-based priority. 

in brief, it would' seem appropriate for researchers to view 
the iEA project as an uifibrella proposal, with specific objectives 
and approaches^ but also encompassing the possibility of national 
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variations and variables. This flexibility was 

viewed as essential to any study which allows for and respects 
regional differences and cultural perspectives. 

•3- • AdiTiiriiitration and Funding . fiiscussion of the lEA Preprimary 
Project returned often to the issue of administration and funding. 
The study .was felt to be a formidable undertaking requiring 
regional, national, and international co-ordination and long- 
term funding. Lilian Katz outlined thi ihternatiohai'^netwbrk, 
indicating that at present 2±-22 countries had declared interest 
in participating in the study. • Ah International eommittee chaired 
by Lilian Katz, serves to mediate the interests ^nd concerns of 

the member nations- An international co-ordihatihg centre is 

\ _ 

being established at Ypsilahti^ Michigan^ U.S.A. 

In each participating country, a National Co-ordinating 
Centre will operate to represent the interests of the regional 
research groups. Angela Hildyard, 'Executive Head of 

Sponsored Research, OISE, outlin^ the role of a National Centre 
in such a study as this. It would serve to channel data to the 
International Centre, to maintain the objectives of lEA in all 
facets of the research, to monitor the time-frame and use of 
instruments and, co-ordinate researchers' fund-raising efforts 
in Canada; 

' ' . 31 ^ 
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Funding received cbhsiderable attention in the discussio. 
There was support for the notion of cdnsortiuiti-based fund raising 
which Would ensure cb-brdinatibn rather than competition in 
approaching funding bodies for money. Lilian Katz and Angela 
Hildyard suppbrted the idea of seeking support money in three-yea 
Stages. Possible sources of funding were suggested: foundations 
Provincial Ministries (Education, Social Services, etc.). Federal 
Ministries (Indian Affairs, Health and Welfare, etc.), SSHRGG. 
initial discussion with SSHRCe of matching funds raised indepent- 
ently from other sources has aiready^eceived unofficial > b'ut 
favourable, response.^ There was a Cbncehsus that in all funding 
efforts care must be taken to present the lEA study in such a way 
that t&e potential of other Canadian researchers, not involved 
in the study, to bbtaih funding hot be 3^op^^dized. 

Andrew Biemiller and Ellen Regan reported that they had 
prepared an ihtitial proposal for a seed money grant from SSHRCC 
for development of a proposal for a National Co-ordinating Centre 
The conference participants endorsed this proposal and await 
reipbnse to it by January, 198 4. 

The lEA administrative structure is further delineated by a 
network of regional groupings within each participating country. 

^See Appendix D for a copy of this prbposal. 
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in Canada > three regional clusters are suggested^ . with 

representative meeting^ to be held in late 1983 and early 1984 in eacl 
area. Vancouver (or Edmonton) , Tprdntd, and Montreal ^^-^^ * 
serve as regional meeting points at present. The regional 
approach is seen as a means of drawing in other researchers 
and hence making the study both more representative and more 
productive. Financially, regionality increases the feasibility'' 
of the study as local special interest groups as well as 
provincial ministries are likely to view with favour a regionally 
relevant proposal. 

Participants identified several items which would constitute 

_ _ 1^ _ _ ^ . 

ah agenda for the -first regional meeting in each area: 

1, Determine cominitmeht to the lEA Proposal in general 

2, Determine coinihitmeht to cbmpdrients of the "'study 

(a) National Survey^ 

(b) Quality of Life Study, 

- * J. * 

(c) National Co-ordinating Centre. 

3, Identify the . variables which people in each region would 
like to include in the survey . ' 

4; Consider sample sites within each region. 

r 

t 

It was understood that regions would seek their own funding 
for these meetings • 
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The Conference on Early Childhood provided a forum for 
participating researchers to state thei^s^own interests in 
relation to (i)'a National Survey of provisions for 4-year-oids 
and (2) Research which relates to other aspects of the lEA 
study. 

While it is understood that it is not- possible to incor- 
porate all interests within the study, the foilbwihg lists 
indicate the ^ange of Canadian cqaieerhs in this araa of early 
childhood research • : 



1. Survey Interests 

- curriculum/philosophy of Nursery schools 

- mainstreamirig 

- enlarge age sample to include younger and older children 

_ _ _ _ _ _ 

(infants to 5-year-blds) 

- teacher competency and training 

- population density 

- training of care prpvidefs and trainers 

i 

- parent education 

- special needs children 

- increase number of home variables 

- trends in day care choice's 
survey methodology developed 
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- V^i'^i^t respo^ise to care situation 
-.early identification 

v^- quality of interaction in settings 

- case study approach to a variety of programs 

- factors affecting rate of staff turnover 

- professional development 

- measures of developmental status ^- 

- percentages of various family styles (single parent^'^ etc,) . 

- information bh directors of care setting 

- staff perception of professional status 

- co-ordination between preschool and primary grades, 

- province-wide surveys 

- effect of mixed^age groupings 

- tracking re: 'Where are the children? 

- continuity between preschool programs 

- native preschools 

- teachers ' ^ stated philosophy relate(|, to actual behaviour 
-parent involvement in schools 

- gender of staff 

2. Research Interests related to "quality of- Li-£e " 
observational techniques 

- quality of life as a function of age/sex variable 

- evaluation techniques/ methodology development 

- environmental concerns - space/ play materials/ etc. 

- remote areas / geographical isolation and program variables 
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- adult behaviour - teacher cbihpetehcy 

- native children's programs 

- extending child care education to parents 

- training requirements and effects oh quality care 

- sequence of early childhbod experiences 

- family dynamics, parent involvement 

- ihservice training for care providers regarding early 
identification 

- quality of interaction in. settings 

- consistency in prograinihihg 

- nutrition 

- networking of early educators 

- continuity in experience during child ■ s early years 

- adult-child attachment 

- social networks 

- day care vs nursery school vs home 

- rural vs urban variables 

- play in different settings 

- how children are evaluated 

in addition to the pairtlcipants ■ independent research and survey 
interests, comments from ministry representatives urged that 
throughout the study > researchers be aware of the need for a 
prototype for co-ordihatihg resources for children, for evaluating 
these resources, and for setting policies for them. Several 
sources of existing statistical information were hbteci {e.g.^- 
Statistics Canada, Helath ^hd Welfare^ etc.) and these may serve 
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regional needs as the survey takes shape. Steeh Esbenseh 




research findings. ^ 

CONCLUDING COMMENT 

Conference participants expressed their appreciation to 
SSHRCC, 01 SE and Faculty of Education, University of Toronto for 
making possible this gathering of researcheri. There was 
concensus that the Canadian early education research community 
is being strengthened by exposure to and discussion of the work 
being done in the field across the country. 



two of the regional meetings ^nd for a" round table discussion at 

the June 198 4 meeting of the Canadian Society for the ^tudy of 

Education (CSSE) • This interest in. pursuing conference objectives 

\ ' 

in settings involving greater representations of regional and 

national research concerns is certainly an important outcome of 

the conference. 



As a follow-up to the Conference^ plans are underway for* 
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Acadeitiic Participants 



bri Madeleine Bailargeon 

Faculte des sciences de 1 'Education 

Universite Lavel, ' 
Quebec, P.Q. 

Current Research Interests : 

1. Early Reading - Goal of this study is to gather information 
of the processes of reading in children who have riot 
/""^ yet had formal teachirig in readirig, i.e., readers before 
1st grade. ^ 



2. Mains t reaming -a look at young handicapped children in 
^regular early childhood programs. 
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Dr. Andrew Bieiniller 

Associatte Professor of Child Study 

Ifistitute of Child Study 

Faculty of Education 

University of Toronto 

Toronto, Ontario 



Current Research Interests 

ii Longitudinal Study of children identif ed by their 

teachers as "thrAvihg'S "average", or "not-as-yet thriving" 



2. One Year Study of kindergarten to Grade Two children examining 
variables related to "thrive" status. 




according to teachers' goals . Children have been followed 



from kindergarten th grades 3 or 4. 



3. 



Study of children *s behaviour and performance in the 



laboratory school at the Institute of Child Study using 
teacher ratings, interviews, and observer ratings . 
Development of videotape and interview techniques for 
examining children's self-directive capacities was a 



special focus. 
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Dr. Lois BrbcKinan 
Department of ^Family Studies 
University of Manitoba 
Winnipeg V Manitoba 



r Current Researc h Interests ; 

1. The immediate and long-term effectiveness o£ three 

_ __ _ __ ^ 

education/training approaches (microteaching^> workshop r 

and correspondence course) on quality of caregivihg of 

family day care providers. 



2. Current research in child develbprtieht in Department of 
Family Studies. 

~ Effect of the type of teacher responsiveness to a 
child on the child's task behaviour. 

- The effect of infant development classes provided for 
pregnant adolescents on the subsequent care of their 
infants. 

~ Examination of behaviours shown by infants and toddlers 
while motivated to achieve a goal. - ^ * 

' - Developmental changes in the ability of children ^rbm 

two tc^ f ive years of age to manipulate clothing closures. 

~ Production of video programs whichillustrate behaviours 
included in the Hawaiian Early Learning Profile (HELP) 
Assessment, ' . 

- Video teaching programs in production : 

Development in Down Syndrome children 

Teaching music to toddlers. ^ 
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Dr.. Kathleen Brbphy 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Family Studies 
University of Guelph 
Guelph / Ontario 

Current Research int^e^ts^ . . 

1. Social and Play Behav-iou f of Spec fa t Ne eds and Non-Specfal 
Na^s Toddlers . 

The toddlers were observed in two early childhood pi^gf ams . 
Video tapes of free play periods allowed for assessment 
of the intiraction of special heeds and non-special needs 
toddlers with adults and peers. 

2. AdLultr'dnd Child Interaction of ^^^cial' Needs-^a nd Non-Spec i al 
' Needs Eteschbdler s . V ^ > f '^' >. - 

Observitidn of fr^e pi^a^^. activity .!of ^ 3-5 year olds in a 

pre-seHlool' needs and non-s^cial 

/' r^' ) '\ ' ^ \ ' S^^^' " - - — ■ - _ 

needs childrfe^ii. 'The interactidnv between adults' 'and these 




chiddren was' the -focus . 



3. 



_t Applies to Viewing Children 



and jamiixes in Bay Care. 
A look at how fcimilies cope with the realities of a young 
child entering a day care program, and at the ways that 



program st^ff and* families can develop a partnership in 



caring for the child. 
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Dir. Patricia Cannihg__ 

Mount Saint Vincent University 

Halifax^ Nova Scotia ^ ^ • 

Current Research Interests \ 

1. The Assessment and Evaluation of ehild'Care in Nova Scotia. 
An assessment of 'the extent and characteristics of the 
pfdvisidn of child care services to young children and 
their families. 

Investigates these services from the perspective of working 
mothers, day care centre staff and the children themselves. 

2. The Effects of Preschool Education on Children and Families 
in Nain, Labrador. 

Evaluation of the effect of preschool education on school 
readiness and achievement in low income families. 
Examination of the effect of a child's attendance at 
preschool on the family . . ; ^ 

3. 7. comparison of innuit and hdh-Ihnuit children entering 
grades primary and one. 

4 1 beveiopmeht of preschool teacher training programs for 
Native PeoE^es (Jnnuit and Indian) . 

f 

5, Development of model preschool programs for Native children 
" (Innuit arid Indian) . 
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5i Ah examihatibh of ,the characteristics of pre-primary 
programs in Nova Scotia • 

7, Mathematical competence of preschoolers • 
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Dr. Glen Dixon 
Child Study_Centre • ^ 
Faculty of Education _ 
University of British Columbiai 
Vancouver^ B.C. 



^ Curr^n] ^ Research Inter^ ts 
i; ESL Demonstration Preschool. 

Development of a model ESL_ program for use in Vancouver 

- < 

sbhools-. • , " 

Research emphasis on the development of social language 
skills in the second language by 3 and 4 year bids 
attending demonstration preschool. . : > ' 

2. Development of a series of videotapes of child ahd^ teacher 
behaviours with accompanying guides for use in ^CE teacher 
education courses, 

3; An investigation into the child's perception of selected 
elements iji music and visual art and the relationship 
to social language and exploratory behaviour in the 

preschool . 

_ ■ * ^ _ 

4. Establishment of a new mother/toddler program at U. B.C." 
Child Study Centre. . " ^ 



8 



Steeh Esberiseh 

Professor _ ' _ _^ ^ 

Depar teitieht des sciences de 1 ' Education 
Universite du Quebec a Hull 
,Hull, Quebec. 

Executive* Director _ _ 

Canadian Society for the Study of Education 
bttaw.a, Ontario 



It Research Interests 

i. ' Te a cher's Perceptions of Pl a y Pe dagogy 

A comparative study based on ^-questionnaire-interview 
instrument in Quebec, Ontario, benmark, Sweden and Norv/ay. 

2 • Eh^'irbrmiehtal Design Implications -bn Playgronnd^ehavioux 
Includes studies o£ accidents on the playgrpuhd and safety 
: standards for playgbuhds in Europe and North America. 



Urban t^lai^ning for Children and Families 

Focus on public policies for children's play environments 
in 25 . countries . 
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Jodn Gamble 
Assistant Prof essbr 

Departineht of Teaching ^ 
Faculty of Educatibri 
University bf_nbhctoh 
Mbhctbri^ New Brunswick 

3 

, Current Research Interests 

1. The Priority Needs in New Brunswick-r^ardirig ^^xxaJJ^ty 
of pfeschbbi centres 

A survey of francophone preschool centres in New Brunswick 
leading to ah analysis of their quality. 
Fbcus oh adult-child ratib^ group size, teacher's 
educatibhal qualifications r number of square feet per 
child and lighting. , 



(Research undertaken with Dr. Cataiina Ferrer ^ Faculty of _ 
Education, University of Mono ton i) 
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Dr. Hillel Soelman 
Faculty of Education 
University of British eblumbia 
Vancc^ver, B.C. 

Current Research Interests * ^ 

1. Victoria Day Care Project 

A two year study of the caregivirig arrahgeiriehts of 

preschoolers in Victoria. ' 

Conducted in three different environinents : licenced 
day care centres; licenced family day care; and 
unlicenced family day care homes. 

An ecoiogical perspective consisting of parent and 
caregiver interviews, observations of home and day care 
enviromnents and measures of cognitive social and emotibhai 
development of the children. 

(This research is undertaken with Alan Pence ^ School of 
t:hild Care, University of Victoria^ Victoria , B.C.) 



Dr. Wilfred Inner d 
Dean^ Faculty of Education 
University of Windsor 
Windsor , Ontario 



Curr^t^^g 



i; Investigation of long-term^effect^s of preschool education 

. i ... 

- purpose is to ex^ine the effects of di£;perehfa kinds 

of preschool experience oh subseqtient school perf brrhance/ 

- ^ata base consists of records of kindeirgarteh entrants' 



preschool .experiences obtained fr bin the Windsor Bpard of 

- - ■■■"^ - - ' ■■- y . / - 

Education, kindergarten and later girad© tersting/and 
tesacher rating data. „ / 



Drv Ellen .Jacobs ■- 

Associate Prof ^ssor 

Faculty of Education } 
Concordia University 
Montreal, Quebec 

Current Rese;arch Interests 

1. Intrusive Behaviour in the Preschool Envir<>ninent 

2. Prbxiinity and Personal Space Bahavic mr in Pre s choo l Ch i ldr en 
' - both studies involve observations of three to five year 

old children in natural settings, peer ratings and 
projective techniques, 

- privacy regulating mechanisms in f ull- versus half-day ^ 
preschool environments and| also a focus;^ - 

- the relationships between friendship^ age, sex and 
proximity are studied. 

3. Social Networks^ Social Development, and Peer- Relations 
o f Preschool Chi l dren : ' 

- research aims to describe cbmpbsitibh of social networks, 
taJcing into acebunt age and sex, family size and socio^ 
economic status and to exjjlbre the relationship b^ween 
the cbmpbsitibh and functiohihg of social networks and 
children's peer relatldhs. 



Dr. _Dbhha Lerb - 
Professor 

Department of Family Studies 
University of Guelph 
Guelphf Ontario 

Curren t Research Interests 

— ' ' ■ - ' — « 
1. Factors Influencing Parents' Preferences for, and Use of 
. Alternative Chiid eare Arrangements for Pre-School ftged 
Chij.dren 

- this study explored parents' attitudes and evaluative 
criteria in child care use patterns as well as socio- 
demogrSphic variabieg^, availability and accessibility of 
care arrangements as factors in parents' preferences.^ 

la. Family Variables ; 

^ continuing the study 6£ family variables that influence 

and are influenced by the different types and secjuences of 

-_ ' - - - - - - 

experiences children have during the preschool years.* 

- for example: 

- determining which variables are most important for 
predicting the number and nature of children's pre- 
primary experiences; 

~ assessinig the effects on children's cognitive , emotional 
and social development of different pre-primary experiences 

(indijiduaiiy ) and different seq^pnces of pre-primary 

, . -A . ( , ' 

experiences ; , ' 

- assessing how children's participation in various pre- 
primary educational and* child care dxperiehces affect 
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parents, and parent-child reiatibnsiiips ; 
- assessing what factors are needed to allow optimal 
integration of special needs cliildren into "regular" 
preschobi and day care programs . 
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Dr. Margie May field 
Faculty of Education 
University of Victoria 
Victoria, BiCi 



Current Research^ Interests 



1. a^Jtongitudinai- Evaluation of the Native Infant Program 

- a hbihe-based Ihtervehtibh prbgram for Native children 
from birth through four years of ag'e is evaluated^ using 
interviews^ questibhhaires^ anecdotal reports, analysis 
bf IbgbbbkS/ fbllbw-^up referrals arid a modified time 
series with comparison group design. The evaluation f 
attempts to go beyond a solely tfognitive/achievement 
orientation. 

2. Description an^^toaly^is Employer Spbhsbred Day Care 
dn Canacia ^ 

- study aims to describe the current status of employer 
sponsored day care and assess the need, feasibility and 
desireability of such day care. 

- methodology include on-site visits, . personnel interviews, 
and program observations. 

3. Cross-Cultural Study bh' the Impact of Parent involvement 
in Preschool intervent ion Program s - ^ 

- examines the impaqt of parent involvement in -interventibh 
programs on the family, on the child and on the parent. 

9. _ ____ 

Data is being coiiected in Canada, U.S.A. > Israel and Kenya. 
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A L ongitidudin aJ^-St^ody^^j^^bh^ J)ev^lQpment of Reading and 
Writing Perceptions r Attitudes , and Skills of Preschool 
Kinder garten a nd Prim a ry Children 

- study will trace the development of young children's 
attitudes toward reading and writing and the relationship 
of these to the children's reading and writing abilities 

at the end of Grade One, ^, 

- current work is directed toward refining the instf xinentation 
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Dr i Solveiga Miezi tis 
Department of Applied Psycftb^bgy 
Qntarib Institute for Stud^s in Education 
Toronto } Ontario 



Current Research Interests 

1. Effecting Change in Classrbbmss A Study of Teachers ' 



- focus on the effects of feedback about teaching and 
children's interactions with student teachers bh student 
teachers' fbrinatibh of expeetatibhs about children. 

2. Parent and Teacher Mediated Approaches for Children 

bf ^bw Self Concept ^ . ' ' 

- the study combines parent and teacher-inediated 
intervention approaches - for childrerr of • low self-concept; 

- uses a CSrade One and Grade Pour population in the school 
setting? ; 

attempts to develpp a new technique for schbbi 
psychologists. ' " 
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br; Frederick Mbrrisbh 
Faculty of Home Economics 
Department of Family .Studies 
University of Alberta 
'Edmonton, Alberta 



Current Research Interests • 

1^ Cognitive Developmen^^J^^rer- School and Sch ool-Age Chil-dxaa 

- Information-processing approaches to cognitive growth; 

- the influence of 'domain-specific knowledge' on growth 
of processing skills and strategies; 

- reading acquisition, in particular the growth of word 

B 

deco'^ing skill and its relatioii to comprehension; 

- the cognitive bases of reading disability. 

2. Antecedents of Learning Plsorders- J:n Children 

- early precursors of learning disabilities; 

- language and cognitive antecedents bf later reading 
disorders; 

^ cognitive, educational and neurological characteristics 
of learning-disabled children. 
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Dr. Raquel Presser _ _ _ 

Section prescolaire-pr imaire , F . S . E . 
Uniyersitede Mdhtf eal 
Montreal , Quebec 



Current Research Interests 



of Early Childhood Educators 

- study aims to identify arid understand teachers' 

prof essidnal development needs , recognizing the apparent 
gap between the need to take a critical look at the pre- 
service teacher-training program and the experiences 
which the teachers live as in-service educator^; 

- qualitative approach - interviews with French speaking 
early chiidhbbd teachers to define professional development 
and identify themes related to what was lacking in their 
professibrial develbpmerit to date. 
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Dr. Ellen Regan 

Associate Prof essdr ' 
Department of Curriculum 

Ontario Institute for Studies in Education 
'^Toronto, Ontario ; 

Cuxr^tn t Research I ntere s t s— ; 

1. Parent Beliefs about^^^eacfaxng Role 

Research has explored parent perceptions and descriptions 
of their "teaching" role and their expectations of 
schools (preschool and primary) - 

Re'search procedures involve, individual interviews, group 
sessions > feedback to groups and individuals. This 
approach allowed for revision/ modification and elaboration 
of initial responses and more explicit descriptions related 
to teaching in the h(lme. 

2. Effecting Change in Classrooms^- A Study of Teachers ' 

Perceptlibris and Practices ^ 
• — ^ ^ 

This is a study of teacher beliefs and pi^rceptions 
focusing oh (a) what is important to them as teachers / 
(b) what influences their teaching, and (c) children's 

jr ^ 

characteristics and classroom behaviour; 
Methodology include an observatioh/interview/feedback^ 
cycle which provided for an intensive case study of the 
classrooms involved; ; 
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Dir. Merle Richards 
Associate Professor 
Brock University / . 
St. Catherines^ Ontario 

Current Research Interests 5^ 

■« - 

1. Project Thrive . (1980-1983) ' 

- A study of the effects of teachers' classroom style on 
their perception of behavioural 'oiT learning problems 

in children, and on their use of problem-solving strategies 

_____ — % 
in teaching. 

2; Investigation into changes in time-on-task and in 

children's coininuhicatibn patterns resulting from the 

introduction of learning centres in grade one classes. 

The study involves comparisons of classes whose teachers 

have received traihihg in the use of learning centres 

and those who have not as well as pre-ahd-post-ihstructioh 

patterns in the classrooms of teachers in the instruction 

group. 



I 
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Professor Ada Scherihahh 

CKairmah : " _ 

Institute^bf .Child Study 
Uhiversitl^ of Tbrbhtb 
Tbrbhtb> Oritarib 

Current Research Interests 

Major concern: developing continuities between nursery- 
primary and junior level programs, and extending continuity 
in programming from the present 3 year-oid nursery school 



to establishment of 1:oddler and infant programs in the 
institute of Child Study iaboratbry school. ^ 
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Dr. Otto Weihinger . 

Department of Applied Psychology 

Ontario Institute for Studies in Education » . 

Toronto^ Ontario 

Current Res earch In terests 

A- Studies i4i- the Area Play of Young Children 

1. An investigation into the definition of the word 
"play" by kindergarten and grade 1 children, and 
the corresponding definition provided by their 
parents . 

2; An investigation into certain differences between 

the play of normal, neurotic and psychotic children. 
3; The relationship between play and immunology- We 

are investigating' the relation (if one exists) between 

the kinds of the play, its intensity and duration and 

the immune system of the child. 
4. Play as a tool in the classroom. Children were 

involved in play programs, their teachers were 
,-|irovided with resources and consultants who work 

in the play method, and observations and evaluations 

were conducted by the authors. 
5; Povzer relationships in kindergarten children. This 

study involves observations of young children and 

their use of physical force, verbalizations > play^ 

and interactions. 
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6. The play of children who express distress upon 

being separated from their parent at the day care 
centre in contrast to those whc^leave their parent 
with no apparent difficulty. 

1i Pretend play and its effects upon develdpntentally 
han_5icapped yoting children (4 years) . A series 
studies of the effect that pretend ^play has upon the 
emotional cognitive larigu'age and play skills of the 
young child. 

A Review of the literature on children's day centres. A 
paper is being prepared based upon the research literature 
and O. Weininger's work, on the effects of day care 
centres on young children. 
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Dir. Dbhha White 
Departntent of Psychology \ 
Goncbraia University 
Montreal , Quebec 

Current Research Interests 

1. Social Development in Young Children ; 

This is a study of how young children develop ideas 

about the nature of sex roles ^ ethnic identity, and 

body image stereotypes. C3oals are to develop and -^validate 

measures of the salience of these variables and to study 

the cognitive and environmental factors that influence^ the 

w w 

development of social cue salience. ^ 
The study also explores the consequences of social 
dimehsibhs salience in terms b£ phenbineha such as social 
behaviour, self-concept^ and academic performance. 

2. A Cbgnitive-Behavioural Treatmeht/Evaluatibh Study of 
of Obesity in Children arid Adblescerits. 

3. Study of Social Skills of Obese and Non-Obese Adolescents. 
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itk Sartipling Plan 

Sampling Plan ' ; 

ii intrdductidrt - 

Sevdral units of analysis wilt be used in the study. ^ ^- '' 
National Survey (Part I ) a the ^?^ts analysis will be are^^^ 
settings. For Part II, the Q-aaiity of Life Study, both ^J^tings and 
children will serve as units of analysis. In Part III, Foiiow - Up 
Studies, children will constitute the unit of anaxysis. 

Socialization theory and reseearchiuggest that structural aspects 
o? aocilli^Stion Settings and the developmental -^°^„f 
ar^^'related to socioeconomic background factors. At present 
SnSwlSdge df the distribution of different kinds of settings in 
d??fe?enJ Sdcioeconomic contexts is limited. In order to examine 
ihe iSJJuences of these factors, the widest possible range of 
setting structures must be included in the study. Thus it is 
essential to include: 

-all the different kihds of settings in which 4 year oid^ 
chiidrSn are socialized (e.g. full day and half-day jettings, 
somi-fbrmal child care arrangements, family-oniy setting., 
etc . f • ) 

-the various socio-economic environments within a_ country, i. e. 
each, kind of setting in locations having different 
socib-econoinic backgrounds 

Therefore two major dimensions constitute the basis for the overa?.l 
sampling iJrocedures : • ; 

Dimension 1 - kind- of setting (e.g. full or half day) 
Dimension 2 - socioeconomic- backgrounds of settings (SEB) _ 
I^ we assume that a minimum of 120 sett::ngs: per country will 

constitute ^ -"^P^-^^^^^-^^^^^^f .^flnSI^^Jha^ iii'given country 
within-country) data anal^^ses and ^-^her ^^^^ furthlrmore 3 

ti^^^aS^r^^^^^^sm^^ ^ distinguished,.^ 
stratified sample can be formed as shown below. 
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ii) International Core arid Options 



Part of the Study [ - \ Core • Optional 



Part I 

National Survey* 



Background Variables - K 

Site backgrourcd (official statistics, X 
expert judges/ teaelier interviews ,^ etc •) 

Family background (parerit interviews) X 



Part II 

Quality of Life 



Setting Structure: Variables ' ?^ 

Parent Interviews * X 

Teacher Interviews X 



Process Variables 



Observation of Half Extra-Home Children > X " 

Observation of Ail Extra-Home Children X(A) 

Observation of Hone-Only Children ^ __ X(B.) 

Observation of Extra-Home Children at Hone * X(C) 



"Developmental Status - Age 4 years 



Part III Follow Up Studies 

Test of Deveiopmehtai Status: 

Age 5 years X 
Age 5 years X 
Age 7 years** X(D) 



* Note^ that in countries where, sufficient national statistics are 
already available the National Survey part of the study will be 

relatively small and simple. _ 

** 44ote that in some couhtrios the age at the end of the first year of 
primary school is 6 and other seven years. The plan of the study is to 
follow the children until the end of that year regardless of age. 
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KINDS 


OF 


SETTINGS 




TOTAL 


SEE) LEVEb , 


a' 


B 


C 


D 


E 




UPPER 


6 


5 


5 


6 


6 


3,0 


MJDDLE 


12 


. 1?. 


12 


12 


12 


60 






5 


5 


6 


6 


30 
















TOTALS 


24 


24 


24 


24 


24 


120 



'Schematic representation of the samples of kinds of setting 
for each country^ _ _ 

Note: The sample to Middle SED level is double the Upper and Lower 
levels (a) because greater 'Heterogeneity is ^expected in this _ 
category, and (b) in order to minimize possible distbrtidn of the 
national picture by tHe extreme levels^ 

The formation of the sample depicted in the table depends on the 
availability of information, concerning, the population of settings_ 
that exist with respfect both to their kinds and their socioeconorii 
background (SEB) factors. In most countries sijich basic i if ormation 
appears rot to be currently available. One purpose of the National 
Survee is to provide t^s information. 

The National Survey will produce a picture of the kinds of settings 
that exist and the SEB factors associa ted with their distributions 
The data thus obtained will also serve as 5 basis for the sampling 
procedures of Part II - The Quality of Life (QOL) part of the 
study. 

2. Outline of Sampling Procedures i 

A multi-stage procedure for sample formation is proposed as 
follows: . ^ 

Step 1: The Selection of IRe^ians \ 

(A region is a relatively large geographic unit within which ^ 

areas can be identified ; in some cbUntries this may be a county 
or municipality/ for example.. More precise definition of 
•region* will have to await MRC discussion.) 

Step 2: The Selection of Regional Units called Areas 

Within regions / local sub-Units called areras will be identified 

along a dimension describing socioeconomic development (SED). 

All countries will apply, a comparable index 'of SED. Each country; 
will develop its own withih^country ranking of regions and areas, 
on an index of SED. ' 
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Each area must be ranked within its region on an index of. SEDs 
Wiithin each area> the occurence and distribution of kinds of 
settings will be ascertained. 

For each areab findings will be summarized and combined to form 
a national picture of the occurence and distribution of kinds of 
settings in each SED level. 

The data in this natinal summary will be used for the samplihg_ 
procedures for Part II of the study - the Quality of Lifo (QOL) 
study. 

Step 3. Sample of Settings ^ ■ ■ 

For Part il - QOL? for each kind of ^ setting , a sample of 24 will 
be drawn representing. 6 each. from the Upper and Lower SED 
levels,, and 12 from the Middle level for all areas* 

-- — ** ■ 4 

step 4 - The Selection "of Child Samples 

Prom each oof 'the 120 settings, 4 children .( 2 girls, 2 boys all 
age four years) will be randomly selected* For the Family-Only 
setting see sectibh ?? below. • 

Procedures for Selection of Regions and Areas Within Regions 




homogeneous regions, others typically have heterogeneous 
regions. Thus alternative points of entry are suggested a^ 
follows: 

Step ia In some countries it may be best to select 

heterogeneous regions within which all SED 
levels occur » 

OR 

Step lb In some countries it may be best to select 

regions, each of which is homogeneous in 
• SED 

OR ' . 

Step Ic In some countries it may be necessary to 

* use a probability sample (See T. Bond) 

in either Step la or lb, the selectih of 4 regions is 
^ advised. 

5,2 in the case of Step la, sub-units called areas have to be 
dif ined and ranked according to the three propose^ Sr.D Ijveisi 
This procedure should yield 2 areas at the upper ^level, two at 
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the lower level and 4 _at the_ middle level; Since there are to be 
4 regions^ this procedure: will yield a total of 32 areas^i 



Note ;.that the SED ^evel of an area is Intended to give a rough 
approximation of 'the socioeconomic background (SEB) of the 
settings within it, a more_specif ic index of the SEB of , 
settings will be available fdllowing the collection of QOb data^ 



3.4 In the case of step lb, the selection of homogeneous 
regions f the procedures , should be as follows: 

Step lb - On the basis of either official statistics ^ 
or expert judgment, 4 relatively homogeneous 
rejibhs willbe identif ied • so as to yield i 
ur.per and 1 lower region and 2 middle regions 
a^ong the SED dimension. 

Given that even within relatively homogeneous 
r5gibns^ some variation is to be expected, 

every effort should be m^de to minimize ^ 

potential sampling errors. Thus the following 
next step is proposed : 

Step 2b - Area 

Within the upper SED region, 8 of the highest areas 
are to be selected; 

Within the 2 middle SED regions 16 "typical" areas 
be selected. 

Within the lower SED region, 8 of the lowest SED 

will be selected. 

This procedure should yield atotai of 32 areas. 

Thus both points of (Steps la or lb) yield a total of 32 areas 
ranked by SED. , 

4. Special Issues 

4.1 Sampling Family-Only Children 

One of the kinds of settings to be studied is referred to here. 
CIS Famiiy-Only Setting, i.e. study of the children v/ho are not 
participants in any extra-home^ setting, but for .whom the_ main 
setting of their socialization is their own families at home. 

The general plan for the sampling of the extra -home, settings ^ is ; 
to select 4 children for the sampling of the extra-home setting 
is to select 4 children per setting. However/ this number will 
not work for the Family-Only setting , in that typically only one 
4 year old will be found in a home. For the Extra-Home settings 



will 



areas 
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.4 chiidren children x 24 settings will yield 95 children per 
settir?g kind, in order to obtain a comparable number of chiidren 
it is proposed that the sample size for Famiiy-0hiy settings be 
a total of 96 children also* 

^Each of the Extra - Home settings identif ied by the above i 

procedures can be said to occur in a particular environment > 

^ here called a site • Thus the 96 Extra-Home settings represent 
96 sites: 24 sites within the Upper and tower SED levels, and 48 
sites ' within the Hiddle^SED levels Using the locale * 
orenvironment of the Extra-Home setting as a site, iit will be 
possible to obtain a Family -Only sample as follows : 

24 - Family Only childrehfrom 6 selected 
Upper SEB sites ( 4 children/site) 

48 - Family-Gnly children from 12 relatively ^ 
Middle SEB sites ( 4 children/site) 

24 - Family-Only children from 6 selected 
bottom SEB sites 

96 -Total Family-Only chiidren 

4.2 Extra-Home :Jettings with fewer than 4 four-year oidsi 
There may be some settings in a given area which have less than the 
required number of four year-olds participating . This is especially 
likely to be true of a Ghild-Mindihg of Family Day Care setting* Ih 
this case a Procedure similar to the sam^>iing of the Family-Only 
children is proposed i 
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Request for Seed Money Grant for Develbpinent of a Prdpbsai for a 
National Cbbrdinating Centre for Research bri Hbnie aild Extra Hbiiie 
Influences bii Pre-Primary arid Primary Children. 

Ellen Regan, Department of Curriculum, O.I.S.E. 

Andrew Biemilleri Institute of Child Study, Faculty of Education^ 
University of Toronto, and Department of Appliec Psychology, O-I-S. 

Cb-Priricipal Investigatbris 



The International Associatior. for the Evaluatibn bf Educatibiial 
Achievement (I.E. A'.) proposes^ to mount an interjiatibnal study bf 
"developmentally relevant char;3cterist:lcs bf the socializatibri 



environments of four year oK :h±iv]rt=ti in prrrticipating countries 
and to establish their relattoneliips to related developmental out- 
comes'' (p. 6, I.E. A. Proposal). What is sought in this submission 
is "seed money*' to_develop a proposal for a nationoii centre to 
coordinate Canadian work in this area. 

7 



Need for Research on Early Childhood Ed u catibh 



Both interhatibhally and in Canada there is considerable debate 

regarding appropriate socialization ehvirbriirierits • f or pre-primary 

children. The prbpbsal for the iriterriatibriai study bbserves, 

"Nb dbubt ^11 spheres arid levels bf educatibri are subject tb 
ideblbgical disserisibri. But impressibris based bri experierice 
suggest that pre-primary educatibri is especially blessed with 
divergerit arid bfteri deep ideblbgical cbritrbversies that will 
not be fully erirumerated here. (See fbr example, Katz, 1977). 
There are varioiis pbteri;tial explartatibris fbr such animated 
cbriflicts. 

brie ^xplanaticu bf interest here is the absence of robust^ 
thebries or theory which would assist researchers in the 
field to identify with confidence what characteristics of 
early experience are related to children* s long term develop- 
ment. The absence of such theory creates a vacuum which is 
quickly filled with doctrinaire professions of faith in 
various program elements, e.g., play; or '^readiness'* 'exercises^ 
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These cbhtrbyersies should hot be lightly dismissed simply as 
matters of philosophical taste. They permeate ^ more bir less 
explicitly i discussions bf policy and educatibnal strategy 
within homes, universities, labbratbries and classrobms^ as - 
well a$ in policy-making chambers at all X^vels bf government. 
Such ideological differences referred to here also play a'rb-le 
in the selection bf research designs, the selectibh bf var- 
iables and bf measuring fi^nstruments • 

To some extent, these controversies are fueled by deep dif- 
ferences in voiles and attitudes towards the place of women, 
the functions of the family, the importance of schooling, the 
pressure for industrialization, and so forth. In a very real 
sense, these ideological disagreements are ''close to home" and 
constitute a central feature of the sub-culture of p.-e-primary 
education." (I . E.A. Pre-primarv Prbpdsa^ , Katz, Crah^y, & Tietze, 
1982, p. 17-18) 



These concerps were echoed in Bietniller's (1982) recent state- 
of-the-art -riview of early childhood research in Canada^ 

' . . - • 

At this time, Canadian four year olds participate in a variety 

/' 

of socializatioii settings including full time home care and various 

combinations of home care with family day care, group day car? 

- /_ . _ ' • ' 

minding centre and nursery school. 

Man^/ questions are being raised concerning the effects of 

different types arid comb iriatibns of 'care and education for young 



child^n. The sigriificance bf these questions is highlighted by 
evid^ce that in Canada the number bf childreri at 'the age bf four 
and under is likely tb increase by 25% in the next 5 years arid 
nearly 40% in the next decade (Brbwn, 1983) . Current "thirikihg ^ 
regarding fruitful approaches tb explaining the nature and biitcbmes 

bf the child's socialization experiences are outlined in the I,E,A. 

s • 

Pre-prim^ry Proposal (attached) and reflected as well in the current 
and proposed wbfk of Canadian researchers. Specifically Canadian 
needs are reviewed in the attached chaptey from S.S .H.R.C.C. *s 
recent State-of-the-Art Review on Canadian Educational Research 
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(attached) . Ma^br needs sunimarized in that report are listed below: 

"1, ^ Evaioation Techniques , Virtually all the professionals 
i interviewed stressed the need for developing and validating 
new methods of assessing on-going and long-term aspects of 
children's functioning in early childhood education (ptogrammes . 
This concern is also reflected in refeent literature reviews 
(Goldhaber, 1979; Takanishi, 1979; House and Hutchins, 1979; 
Zimiles, 1977| gfi Vries and Kohlberg, 1977; and "^ronf endrenner , 
1979) . ^'^.P^^^icularjbbth the prof ess ionais interviewed and 
::ae reviews stressed^the importance of developing measures 
relating to non-academic aspects of functioning—social skills 
and problem-solving^ various aspects of self-concept ^ emotional 
development. _The teacher as a source of information was 
stressed by some sources (e.g. Hoge, ir^ P^^ss; Fair et ai, 
1978; Biemiller, 1982; Biemiller and Richards, in progress). 
/■ 

2. Prbgfanme Evaluatiion . The field of early childhood 
education suffers from a well-established conventional wisdom 
— or:e intf r^-i^^Ter described it as a ''missionary approach'*. 
Many tearbcrsi 9ru professionals in the field will state that 
they **know" what is best for children and need no further 
information about this- At the same time^ most of the pro- 
fessionals I interviewed expressed a strong need to test con-r 
ventional assumptions and study carefully the effects of 
different approaches to child care and education on a v/ide 
range of variables. Accomplishing this V7ill require improved 
evaluation techniques as outlined above. 



3» Relatibhshigs Between Families Child Garg Programmes, ai^ 
School Programnies . This topic was raised by a number of dif- 
ferent interviewees and reviews (see point #1 above) in several 
different contexts. Some expressed cbrfcern about the effects" 
of attitudes towards "day care" children and programmes held 
by public arid separate sch6ol teachers arid the rrelationship or 
"seam" between different types ■ of programmes which* children 
participate in simultaneously (e.g. day care and public- school)* 
or successively (e.g. kindergarten followed by grade one). 
Others suggested the importance of examining relationships 
between school or day care prdgr^nmes and families, including 
the effects of day care on the family, and ways of relating 
school programmes to our mulfci-cultural society. Still others 
noted growing evidence that successful intervention prograiraAes 
of any type may depend on family changes as well as child 
changes." (Biemiller ,; A. , Early dhildhood ^ducation^ in 
J. Andrews and T. Rogers (Eds.) Canadian Reseanch in Education: 
A State of the Art Review . Ottawa^' S iS .H .R.C .C. ,. 4982. ) 
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Direction arid Main Objective of Proposal 

Current and proposed research across Cariada, and within an 
international context^ addresses questions relatirig to child 
sbcializatibri with special attention to the interactiori between 
the home arid other sbcializatibri settings experienced jy children 
(e.g. day care* kiridergarteri^ etc.). The proposal for an inter- 
riatibhal pre-primary study has served as the impetus for developing 
a cbrisbrtium of Cariadiah early childhbbd researchers preseritly en- 
gaged in research related tb effects of grbup care and education 
settings arid family settings bri childreri's develbpmerit. The con- 
sortium anticipates meeting in Soptember^ tb cbmpare preserit wbrk 
arid examirie the iriteraatidri^l proposal as a framework for the crbss 
Canada study. Specifically, the group will cdrisider currerit arid 
proposed environraent.^l, parental and child measures, research 
design, and the numf ar and nature of sites required to adequately 
encompass the socialization experiences of Canadian four year olds. 
Funding for each site will be the responsibility of the indtvidual 
researchers . The opportunities for obtaining such funding from 
provincial and private sources would undoubtedly be' erSanced by 
S .S .H.R.C.C. *s support for a national tentre. Seed money is being 
sought for the develbpmerit of a proposal to establish a national 
centre. This centre would be involved in coordination and commun- 
ication between spf-cific sites ^ possibly provide for central data 

analysis^ allow for annual meetings for repre[scni.atives from each 

- - - ■ • * - • - - 

site arid prbvide for travel tb scheduled international meetings of 

the Pre-primary Prbject (see I.E. A. Prbpbsal^ pp. 108-117). 



1. • See_ attached propbsal for Coriference on Canadian Research in 

Early Childhbbd. i ? 

o — l A 
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September, 1981 . Conference qn Early Childhood to be held at. 
Ontario Institute ^fbrJStudies in Education and Institute of Child 
Study* University of Tbrdntb. This conference will bring together 
approximately twenty* currently active researchers in early childhood 
education and family sdcializatidn f rom British Columbia to Halifax 
to examine the relevance of the I.E.A. ptdpdsal to their current 
arid inffliediately plariried research activities, arid to identify poten- 
tial sites acrdss Cariada, td be iriVdlved in the I.E. A. project. 

N.B. Funding fdr this conference is being sought separate^y_ 

from the seed funds requested in the present proposal, fhe conference 
prdpdsal is attached. However, the conference is seen as the starting 
pdiht fdr the development afc-^Canadian Rational Cent^re for^he Pre- 
4)rimary Project. Availability of funds for the conference should be 
announced in June, 1983. ^ 



October-December > 1983 . Preparation of proceedings of the 
Conference on Early Childhood and correspohdance between partici- 
pants and other potentially interested parties. (The Pre-primary 
Project will Se described to th'^- Early Childhood interest ^Grdup of 
the Canadian Association for the Study of Education in Vancouver in 
June, 1983.) Preliminary work cn separate proposals for individual 
site studies will be undertaken by some conference participants • 
Correspondance with International Assbciatidri for Evaluation of 
Educational Achievement- (I.E. A. 5. ^ 



January to March, 1984 (assuming funding for develdpmerit. of 
iproposal) . Continued correspondance with site grbups. Wbirk with 
^^esearch officer to develop detailed prbpbsal fbr riatibrial ceritre 
in conjunction with I.E. A. 

« — I \ 
Aprils 1984 . Three iheetiriei with participants will be held in 
Montreal^ Tprbritbi arid Varicbuver"'-. Relatively detailed site pro- 
posals should be available fbr iricbrpbratidn into plan for_ National 
Centre. 



May^ 1984 . Cdmpletidn of detailed proposal for submission 
tb S.S .H.R,C.C.\ Family and Socialization Strategic Area by May 31^ 
1984. / 



'li the western meeting may be held in Edmbhtbri depending bri the 
constitution of groups and; convenience. 
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Staff: 
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Budget for Proposal Development 



(i.e.s.) 



Research Officer 
Secretary 



15 days @ $75.G0/day 
15 days.g $58.00/day 



Staff Total 



$1,125.00 
870.00 

$1,995.00 



2. Travel: (N.B. These costs assume participatibh by those attehdihg 
Toronto conference in September. Actual groupings and 
costs may be slightly different. 5 



Montreal Meeting- 

Halifax-Montreal^ 
Moncton-Montreal'' 



Ottawa -Montreal ^ 
Toronto-Montreal 



Living expenses 4x2x55 



$191.40 
179.30 
42.90 
94 

$508.20 
440.00 

$948.20 



948.20 



Toronto Meeting 

Wihdsbr-Tdrdntg^ 
Gue Iph-Tdrdnt d 



Living expenses 2x2x55 



$ 77*Od 
25.00 

$102-00 
220,00 

$322.00 



322.00 



^g^attcQUver Meeting 

_ _ _ a 

Tprbntb-Vahcbuver 

Winnipeg-Vahcbuver; 

E dmo ht on- Van c du ve r \ 

Victbria-Varicduver* 



Living expenses 2x4x55 



$ 530.20 
333.30 
193.60 
85.00 

$1,142.10 

440. oa 

$1,582.10 



Travel Total 



1,582.10 
$2,852.30 



a. Air Canada charter fate inflate^ by 10%. 

b. Via Rail return club,- inflated by_iO%. 

c. Living expenses inflated by 10% from $50 ^ate now allowed, 
d; By car 
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3. Other Expenses; 



Long distance 
Stamps 



$100.00 
50.00 

$i50.00 



150.00 



Total Cost 



$4*997.30 
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